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Many cities around the 
world are struggling with 
extreme air pollution.  
This impairs the health  
of their citizens, their 
attractiveness as places  
to live, and their ability to 
attract tourism. Solutions 
exist and we can help.

Progressive cities are already taking  
steps to introduce green technology and 
infrastructure in order to meet ambitious  
air quality targets. And yet, this requires 
transition time. 

Also, despite active mitigation measures  
extreme pollution peaks will still occur  
and require immediate action to bring  
levels down.
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More than

 80% 

of urban residents are  
exposed to air pollution  
levels that exceed the  
limits set by the World  
Health Organization  
(WHO).



  

 

Some cities address peak pollution by 
shutting down road traffic as a fast and 
efficient emergency measure. Still, people 
need to bring their children to school and  
get to work. 

To facilitate this, cities offer free or subsidised 
public transport to keep city services and  
the economy running. That however comes 
at a cost, bringing down income for the city 
and public transport providers. 

For example, running more trains and low-
carbon buses to help enforce road traffic 
restrictions leads to additional costs, 
alongside the many other knock-on effects 
that extreme air pollution causes.

How we can help

Swiss Re offers an innovative insurance 
solution that provides quick cash payments 
for public measures when peak air pollution 
levels occur. We call it parametric insurance. 

We are now applying that model to help 
cities tackle extreme air pollution with lower 
impact on their balance sheets, under the 
name Swiss Re AIR.

Interested  
to learn more?  

Contact us  
today! 

How Swiss Re AIR can make a difference  
to your city

We provide funds to finance emergency measures.  

The city benefits from: 

the planning and budget certainty  
to mobilize swift air pollution 
emergency response measures

a reduction in unforeseen social, 
economic and health-related knock  
on effects

improved risk resilience profile

improved ability to meet ambitious  
air quality and CO2 targets

heightened reputation as a preferred 
location for citizens, businesses, 
investment and tourism

Your citizens will benefit from:

improved life quality and health

cleaner and safer environment to live, 
work and raise families



 

Tailoring Swiss Re AIR to your needs
We design the solution together

The total insurance coverage can be defined as per your needs and budget. Payouts will be 
available within days. You have full transparency, with no time lost for loss adjustment processes, 
and the funds can be deployed to address a variety of recovery and prevention needs. 

The insurance structure will be aligned with existing regulations or laws that apply in the 
jurisdiction you operate in.

1
Define the critical air 

pollution level
Specify the current and 
anticipated air pollution 
challenge in your city, 

together with our 
experts. This will help 
you prepare better for 

extreme peaks.

2
Determine the size  

of the payout
What amount would  
be required to cover  

the costs of your 
emergency measure?

3
Together we assess 
the viable uses of  
the payout
   Free public 
transportation 
vouchers

   Sustainable private 
transportation 
alternatives (taxis, 
car-pooling)

   Other options

4
We will monitor your 

air pollution levels
and notify you 

immediately if a payout 
is triggered.

Swiss Re AIR in action – an example 

5
Fast payout

usually within  
14 days. 

Insurance covers cost of 
emergency pollution measures

Cities reduce  
road traffic

Extreme air pollution

Cities improve  
their resilience
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Disclaimer: 
The content of this information material is subject to copyright with all rights reserved.  
The information may be used for private or internal purposes, provided that any copyright  
or other proprietary notices are not removed. Electronic reuse of the content of this brochure is 
prohibited. Reproduction in whole or in part or use for any public purpose is only permitted  
with the prior written approval of Swiss Re, and if the source reference is indicated. Courtesy 
copies are appreciated. Swiss Re gives no advice and makes no investment recommendation  
to buy, sell or otherwise deal in securities or investments whatsoever. This brochure does not 
constitute an invitation to effect any transaction in securities, make investments or enter  
into a contract of (re)insurance. Although all the information used in this brochure was taken  
from reliable sources, Swiss Re does not accept any responsibility for the accuracy or 
comprehensiveness of the informa tion given or forward-looking statements made. The 
information provided and forward-looking statements made are for informational purposes  
only and in no way constitute or should be taken to reflect Swiss Re’s position, in particular in 
relation to any ongoing or future dispute. In no event shall Swiss Re be liable for any loss or 
damage arising in con nection with the use of this information and readers are cautioned not  
to place undue reliance on forward-looking statements. Under no circumstances shall Swiss Re  
or its Group companies be liable for any financial and/or conse quential loss relating to this 
brochure. Swiss Re undertakes no obligation to publicly revise or update any forward-looking 
statements, whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise. 


