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New York, 15 August 2012 — Swiss Re today announced the
appointment of Philip K. Ryan as Chairman of the Swiss Re
America Holding Corporation board, effective 1 October 2012. In
this function, he succeeds Walter A. Bell, who has served as the
holding company board's chairman since 2 September 2008.

Until May 2012, Ryan was Chief Financial Officer of Power Financial
and Power Corporation of Canada, a diversified management and
holding company with interests primarily in life insurance, asset
management and financial advisory services.  Ryan has also held
various leadership positions in his 22 years with Credit Suisse in the
US, Switzerland and the UK; most notably, Chairman of the Financial
Institutions Group and Chief Financial Officer of Credit Suisse Group.

"We're excited Philip has agreed to lead the holding company as
chairman of its board," said Group Chairman Walter Kielholz. "Philip
joins a high performing team that is focused on growing Swiss Re in the
Americas, and maneuvering the business through a complex economic
and regulatory environment."

"My familiarity with, and admiration for, Swiss Re goes back many
years," said Philip Ryan, who has been a member of the Swiss Re
America Holding Corp. board since 2010. "I look forward to lending my
expertise to help the holding company expand its reputation in the
Americas, and attract the talent and clients we need to sustain our
growth."

In addition, Ryan will help Swiss Re focus on its strategic priorities in
the Americas, while ensuring matters related to regulation, financial
performance, and sustainability/resilience are supported.

Once Ryan officially becomes Chairman of Swiss Re America Holding
Corporation in October, Walter Bell will remain on as a director, formally
retiring from the holding company board on 13 April 2013.

Bell has been integral in establishing Swiss Re's leadership in using
insurance to help governments and NGOs adapt to the consequences of
climate change while building financial resilience to the impact of
natural catastrophes.  This includes forging partnerships between Swiss
Re and USAID, as well as pioneering a parametric hurricane insurance
cover for state governments.

"We are extremely grateful for Walter's contributions to Swiss Re's
continued leadership in America," said Kielholz. "Since joining as
Chairman in 2008, Walter has guided the holding company through
unprecedented change in the world markets. We deeply appreciate
Walter's steadfastness and advocacy during that critical period."
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Notes to editors

Swiss Re
The Swiss Re Group is a leading wholesale provider of reinsurance, insurance and
other insurance-based forms of risk transfer. Dealing direct and working through
brokers, its global client base consists of insurance companies, mid-to-large-sized
corporations and public sector clients. From standard products to tailor-made
coverage across all lines of business, Swiss Re deploys its capital strength, expertise
and innovation power to enable the risk taking upon which enterprise and progress in
society depend. Founded in Zurich, Switzerland, in 1863, Swiss Re serves clients
through a network of over 60 offices globally and is rated "AA-" by Standard & Poor's,
"A1" by Moody's and "A+" by A.M. Best. Registered shares in the Swiss Re Group
holding company, Swiss Re Ltd, are listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange and trade under
the symbol SREN. For more information about Swiss Re Group, please visit:
www.swissre.com or follow us on Twitter @SwissRe.
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